	MASTER GARDENER VOLUNTEER APPLICATION

Southwest Louisiana Extension Horticulture Program

SWL Master Gardener



Dear Gardening Enthusiast:

Thank you for your interest in becoming an Extension Master Gardener Volunteer with the LSU AgCenter / Calcasieu Parish Cooperative Extension Service horticulture program.  We feel that it is excellent training in support of our horticulture program, and a wonderful opportunity for individuals that are truly interested in gardening and sharing that knowledge with others.  You will be provided with 50 hours of classroom training in general horticulture in return for 50 hours of volunteer time in support of the Calcasieu Extension Horticulture Program.  The horticulture program and Master Gardener Volunteers are under the management and direction of the LSU Extension Horticulturist, Robert M. Turley.

Below is an application for entry into this volunteer program.  We ask that you adhere to all of the deadlines so that your application can be properly considered.  We are looking for applicants that meet our need requirement and space accommodation. The Master Gardener Volunteer Horticulture Program is not for everyone.

Once we receive your application it will be reviewed.  After all applications have been reviewed, some telephone interviews may be conducted or you may be asked to come in our office for an interview.  When you are selected you will be notified.  If you are not accepted, you will receive a letter with your returned check.

When you mail in your application, prior to the deadline, be sure you enclose your check for $175.00 made out to:  CalHort Extension Fund.  This will confirm your commitment and hold you a place if you are selected.  Your application will not be considered without the check.  Also, take some time to review the application and specify your garden interest, as well as, the available volunteer needs.  We are looking for people that have talents they are willing to share and that fit into our program plans.

I must have all applications in my hand by June 13 to be considered for the Summer Class.  Thanks again for your interest.

Sincerely yours,

Robert M. Turley

Robert M. Turley

LSU Extension Horticulturist

LSU AgCenter – Calcasieu Parish

Lake Charles, LA

MASTER GARDENER VOLUNTEER APPLICATION
CALCASIEU PARISH

Please return the completed application form by June 13, 2012  to:

Robert M. Turley

LSU Extension Horticulturist

LSU AgCenter – Calcasieu Parish 
7101 Gulf  Hwy.

Lake Charles, LA  70607-7414

Dear Mr. Turley,

“I wish to become a Master Gardener Volunteer and would like to be accepted into the training program beginning June 19, 2012.  I have enclosed my check for $175.00.”

 PLEASE PRINT

NAME:  _______________________________________________

ADDRESS:  ____________________________________________

CITY, ZIP CODE:  _______________________________________

PHONE:  _______________________________________________

E-MAIL:  _______________________________________________

“I understand that if accepted into the Master Gardener Volunteer training, I will agree to attend all of the training sessions.  Upon completing the training, I agree to donate 50 hours of volunteer service to the Calcasieu Parish Extension Service horticulture program under your direction and management.  This volunteer commitment will be completed within one calendar year.  As a Master Gardener Volunteer, I promise neither to use my title for any commercial enterprises nor to promote any commercial products.”

The training begins, Tuesday, June 19, 2012 and will continue through August 21, 2012.    Classes begin at 1:00 pm through 4:00 pm each Tuesday and Thursday, except holidays.  Location of training is in the LSU AgCenter / Calcasieu Parish, 7102 Gulf Hwy., Lake Charles, LA 70607.

Please sign to verify that you have read the above guidelines and that you are willing to abide by them.

SIGNATURE:  ____________________________________________ Date:  _____________________

GARDENING AND RELATED EXPERIENCES [2]

1.  Years of Gardening experience:   _____________.  Garden where?  __________________________

2.  List any training or formal education you have already received in the areas of gardening or horticulture. 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

3. List any gardening related groups your are affiliated with:  _________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

4.  Have you ever served as a leader or officer in any of the above groups?  If yes, which offices and when?

____________________________________________________________________________________

5.  List your top three areas of gardening interest or specialization [i.e., roses, annuals, vegetables, fruits, etc.]

____________________________________________________________________________________

6.  List any previous volunteer work you have done.  Specify organizations, type of work and dates.

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

7.  List some of your hobbies or interest other than gardening.

____________________________________________________________________________________

8. Highlight skills that you possess that could be used to strengthen our program (i.e., writing, editing, public speaking, coordination or management of other volunteers, computer skills, graphic design, etc.)

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

9. Work status (check one):    __  Full time employed.    __ Part time employed.   __ Retired.  

10.  Why do you want to become a certified Extension Master Gardener Volunteer?

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES [3]

Please select your top three choices for spending your volunteer time and rank them

from one to three (with one being your first choice, or top preference, etc.)

____1. EXTENSION CENTER DEMONSTRATION GARDEN AND LANDSCAPE.  Will

be helping with planning, developing and maintaining the Center’s demonstration garden and landscape.  Weekdays.

____2.  RESOURCE PERSON.  Planning and working special events such as the Southwest Louisiana Garden Festival in March of each year.  Weekdays with planning meetings and weekend with the Garden Fest.

____3.  GARDEN CLINIC LEADER.  Will be working with setting-up and managing the plant health clinic at the Southwest Louisiana Garden Fest in March.  Weekend.

____4.  GARDEN WRITER.  This will require writing and editing articles for newsletters, newspaper and for general publications.  This would be as the need arises and will be scheduled well in advance.  Example of publications would be Extension newsletter, garden tips, etc.

____5.  VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR.  Scheduling volunteers, managing them to assist programs and/or activities when we need them.  These people need to be flexible, cooperative and willing to work with all kinds of people to get the job done.  They will work closely with the Parish Extension Horticulturist.

____7.   I AM FLEXIBLE AND WILLING TO DO MOST ANYTHING.  Enjoys working at different projects and efforts where the need is the most.  Will include weekdays and weekends.

____8.  GREENHOUSE MANAGEMENT.  Will be part of the planting, care and maintenance of the horticulture greenhouse.

____9.  GARDEN SPEAKER.  Be a Speaker, as needed to various garden/civic groups that request a speaker.

